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tied abode. From its high southward windows he would look down on the green islands that stud the foaming rapids of the Jarnes, and see across the winding river the village of Manchester and the wooded fields beyond, bathed in the warm afternoon ; or, stepping out between the shutters upon the adjoining wide-roofed balcony with its sanded floor, where stood the fine London telescope that, perhaps, gave to his childish mind its bent toward astronomy, would look at the stars, or more idly would watch the moonlight falling on the myrtles and jessamines, the box and the fig-trees, the grapevines and raspberry bushes planted by the former Andalusian owner in the quiet garden close, which, now wild and desolate, keeps no fragrance save the romance of his memory. To that fair prospect, the landscape of his innocent years, he was unconsciously bidding farewell.
On February 14, 1826, he wrote his name, and the place and date of his birth, in the matriculation book of the University of Virginia, and entered the schools of ancient and modern languages. He was now seventeen years old, somewhat short in stature, thick-set, compact, bow-legged, with the rapid and jerky gait of an English boy; his natural shyness had become a fixed reserve ; his face, clustered about by dark, curly hair, wore xisually a grave and melancholy expression, the look that comes rather from the habit of reverie than any actual sadness, but his features would kindle withset-7o«rn#Z, IT, S., iv. 429 (May, 1878).,herent the thick walla, «lwphority whatever to sxipport it.
